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Welcome 

 

Find out what’s on this season at Brighton & Hove Museums.  

· Early Years

· Families 

· Exhibitions 

· Events 

· Venue Information

 

Visit our websites for further information

www.brighton-hove-museums.org.uk
www.brighton-hove-pavilion.org.uk 

How to book

You can buy tickets by telephoning the Events Booking line on 03000 290902, or in person at the venue where the event takes place (except Brighton Museum events where tickets are sold at the Royal Pavilion shop). 

Selected events are now available to book online at www.brighton-hove-rpml.org.uk
A £1.50 booking fee may apply to some events. 

Tickets cannot be reserved without payment. Please book early as an event may be cancelled if too few tickets have been sold.

Please note

At the Early Years and Families events all children must be accompanied by their parent or guardian.  At the activities for children 8 years and over children will be under the supervision of a tutor. 

Brighton & Hove Residents 

Postcodes BN1, BN2, BN3 & BN 41

Enjoy half-price admission to the Royal Pavilion all year and Preston Manor (Apr-Sep) with up to four accompanying children free.  Bring proof of residency, one item required per adult (eg council tax or other utility bill). 

Young People

Want to get involved in programming and planning events at the museums?

If you are aged 16-21 and want to get experience of organising events and working in the arts, as well as meet new people, join the Events Collective.  We meet monthly, 6-8pm at Brighton Museum. Next meetings are on 21 September and 19 October.

Text 07758 437 369 or email museums.marketing@brighton-hove.gov.uk to join up.

The Events Collective present…

Saturday 30 October 
White Night at Brighton Museum

7pm to midnight

Join the Foundation

Why not join our membership scheme and be part of our future? From as little as £23 a year, less than £2 a month, membership is a great way to support your local museum service and our historic royal palace, the Royal Pavilion. In return we’ll give you a wide range of benefits. Call Abigail on 01273 292789 for more information.

EARLY YEARS 
Early Years 2 – 5 

Early Years sessions include art activities, a museum expedition, a story and handling some museum objects. These sessions are for 2-5 year olds only.  Tickets are £4.50 in advance. See How to book for more information.

Brighton Museum

Tuesdays

10.30am-12pm

7 September

Paint it!

21 September

Making Faces

9 November

Brighton Rock

23 November

Print It

7 December

Clay Day

21 December

Winter Sparkles

Booth Museum

Fridays

10.30am-12pm

10 September

Dinosaurs

24 September

Feathery Friends

12 November

Rocks & Sands

26 November

Funny Bones

10 December

Mr Booth’s Boxes
Hove Museum

Under 5’s Picture & Story Time

Come explore the galleries at Hove Museum, make a picture and listen to a story.

Drop in sessions every Monday & Thursday 10am –12pm  

From Monday 13 September to Monday 20 December 2010 inclusive 

Free
Little Big Draw 

Drop in and Draw workshops for 2 – 5 year olds at Brighton Museum & Art Gallery and the Booth Museum as part of the Big Draw
Brighton Museum & Art Gallery 

Tuesdays 5-26 October inclusive  

10am-12pm
Free, drop-in
Booth Museum

Fridays 8-29 October inclusive

10am-12pm  

Free, drop-in
FAMILIES 

To book an event, call 03000 290902

Please be aware that drop-in events operate on a ‘first come first served’ basis until they reach full capacity. 

Saturday 2 & Sunday 3 October

The Regency in Costume and Character

The Royal Pavilion

Costumed performers showcase scenes from the palace’s colourful past.

10.30am-4pm

Admission fee payable, drop-in

All ages

Sunday 24 October

Diwali Celebrations

Brighton Museum

Wear a sari, have your hands hennaed, try out your dancing skills and discover the story of Rama and Sita. These and many more activities will be taking place to celebrate Diwali. In conjunction with the Hindu Women’s Group.

2-4.30pm

Free, drop-in 

All ages 

Monday 25, Tuesday 26, Thursday 28 & Friday 29 October

The Big Draw 
Hove Museum

Come and be part of The Big Draw by telling stories through drawing.  You don’t have to be an expert at drawing, just come along and draw with our artist. 

11am-12pm, 1–2pm and 3–4pm
Free, drop-in

All ages 

Wednesday 27 October

Mega Beasts

Booth Museum

Meet giant lizards and snakes as well as the world’s largest species of tarantula! 

£5.50 per person, book in advance. All children must be accompanied by a paying adult.

10.30–11.30am, 12–1pm, 2–3pm, 3–4pm

All ages

7 October 2010 to 1 March 2011

Picturing Stories

Hove Museum & Art Gallery 

Picturing Stories is a family-friendly exhibition of narrative paintings from Brighton & Hove Museums’ Fine Art collection that explores relationships between words and images.  Using captivating oil paintings, this exhibition explores the variety of ways in which visual images can illustrate and inspire storytelling.  Designed to appeal to families, Picturing Stories is the ideal way to introduce children of all ages to a paintings exhibition.

Free admission

All ages

Christmas crafts inspired by Picturing Stories
Hove Museum

Make some lovely Christmas decorations, wrapping paper or a gift with a storytelling theme inspired by paintings from our current exhibition. 

Saturday 18 December

10.30am-12.30pm and 2-4pm

Free, drop-in

All ages

Sunday 19 December

2-4pm

Free, drop-in

All ages

Monday 20 December

10.30am-12.30pm and 2-4pm

Free, drop-in

All ages

Tuesday 21 December

10.30am-12.30pm and 2-4pm

Free, drop-in

All ages

Sunday 19, Monday 20, Tuesday 21, Wednesday 22 and Thursday 23 December

Father Christmas at the Royal Pavilion

The Royal Pavilion

Visit Father Christmas in the extraordinary surroundings of the Royal Pavilion and enjoy a fantasy tour of the palace. Come in your best fancy dress outfit. A truly magical Christmas treat for all the family.

Father Christmas visit £6.50 per child (includes gift) in addition to Royal Pavilion admission fee.

Concessions, residents and family tickets available.

Brighton & Hove residents enjoy half price admission to the Royal Pavilion with free admission for up to four accompanying children (proof of residency required).

Advance booking only, telephone 03000 290902

All ages

EXHIBITIONS AND DISPLAYS
From Sickert to Gertler: Modern British Art from Boxted House

Continues to 12 September 2010 

Brighton Museum & Art Gallery

Admission payable

Last chance to see this exhibition which celebrates the lives of Bobby and Natalie Bevan and the works that hung on the walls of their home, Boxted House, which became a gathering place for artists after World War II.

This exhibition was originated by the National Galleries of Scotland, Edinburgh.

This exhibition is dedicated to the memory of Natalie Bevan (1909-2007)

Exhibition ticket prices

Adult (16 years and over) £5

Accompanying child (15 years and below) Free

Concession £3

Brighton & Hove resident £2.50 with proof of address

Plant Portraits

Continues to 24 September 2010

Booth Museum of Natural History

Free admission

An exhibition of paintings by botanical artists that convey a plant’s technical form and structure as well as its beauty in ways that a photograph cannot.  Botanical drawing has a legacy of historical importance going back to the time of ancient Egypt.  Successful illustrators must be technically highly competent in drawing and painting, with a good knowledge of botany and the ability to convey the sense of wonder of the plant world.

The beautiful works of art in this exhibition are complemented by magnificently illustrated botanical books and specimens from the Booth Museum collections.

Plant Portraits is presented by the Botanical Art Society of Sussex in conjunction with the Booth Museum of Natural History.

A Dark Day in Paradise

An installation by Clare Twomey for museumaker

Continues to 16 January 2011
The Royal Pavilion

Admission payable

Thousands of black ceramic butterflies have been installed in the Royal Pavilion by artist Clare Twomey.  The butterflies swarm in the Banqueting Room, the Great Kitchen and the Entrance Hall, and flutter darkly throughout the ground floor of the palace.  The work is a response to the excesses of the building, with the butterflies symbolising the transience of life and the vanity of earthly things.  They are both beautiful and menacing, an invitation for visitors to reflect on the history of the building and to draw contemporary parallels.

Clare Twomey is a British ceramicist/artist who works with clay in large-scale installations, sculpture and site-specific works.  She has exhibited at Tate, Victoria & Albert Museum, Crafts Council and the Museum of Modern Art in Kyoto, Japan.

Admission prices

Adult (16 years and over) £9.50
Accompanying child (15 years and below) £5.40
Concession £7.50
Brighton & Hove resident £4.75 with proof of address
museumaker is supported by the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council, Renaissance and Arts Council England

Strange and Familiar: three views of Brighton 

Brighton Photo Biennial 2010

2 October to 14 November 2010

Brighton Museum & Art Gallery

Free admission

See Brighton & Hove through the lenses of three internationally acclaimed photographers, Stephen Gill, Rinko Kawauchi and Alec Soth.  Part of Brighton Photo Biennial 2010, New Documents, curated by photographer, editor and curator, Martin Parr. It is the world’s first frame-free photography festival and reflects the immediacy and vibrancy of contemporary photographic practice. 

Stephen Gill Outside In 

British photographer Stephen Gill explored Brighton & Hove by literally putting bits of local plant life, discarded items and tiny creatures inside the camera while he photographed, creating images that capture the essence of the city.

In association with Archive of Modern Conflict 

Rinko Kawauchi Murmuration 

Japanese photographer Rinko Kawauchi has documented the spectacle of the starlings that flock at Brighton Pier during winter months, as well as capturing crowds of people in the city as they move from place to place.  

Photoworks commission for Brighton Photo Biennial 2010

Supported by The Japan Foundation, The Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation and The Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation 

Alec Soth Brighton Picture Hunt 

American photographer Alec Soth has collaborated with his young daughter Carmen to create a captivating photographic journey around the city, each photograph leading on to the next. 

Photoworks commission for Brighton Photo Biennial 2010 

Picturing Stories

7 October 2010 to 1 March 2011

Hove Museum & Art Gallery

Free admission

Picturing Stories is a family-friendly exhibition of narrative paintings from Brighton & Hove Museums’ Fine Art collection that explores relationships between words and images.  Using captivating oil paintings, this exhibition explores the variety of ways in which visual images can illustrate and inspire storytelling.  Designed to appeal to families, Picturing Stories is the ideal way to introduce children of all ages to a paintings exhibition.
Creative workshops and drop-in storytelling sessions for children form part of the exhibition.
Capturing Colour: Film, Invention and Wonder

4 December 2010 to 20 March 2011

Brighton Museum & Art Gallery

Free admission

We take the moving image in colour for granted, but the search for a way to capture the world in colour is a story of ingenious inventions, personal obsession, magic and illusion, scientific discovery, glamour, hard work and determination.

This new exhibition explores and celebrates the quest for colour on film, from magic lanterns, early colour photography, chromatropes, kromscops and applied colour films, through to Kinemacolor, Kodachrome and Technicolor. ‘Serpentine Dances’, the wonders of the natural world, fairy-tale genies, Hollywood films and home movies all illustrate the stories of our desire to capture the world in colour.

The exhibition includes rarely seen material from regional, national and private film archives and collections. 

Capturing Colour is a collaboration between the Royal Pavilion & Museums, Brighton & Hove and Screen Archive South East. It is funded by Renaissance South East, Screen South and UK Film Council’s Digital Film Archive Fund supported by the National Lottery, University of Brighton and the Arts and Humanities Research Council.

Small displays at Brighton Museum

Free admission to all displays

Hannah Carding: War

Continues to 7 November 2010

Café Balcony

A series of evocative black and white etchings with aquatint, illustrating quotations from different wars throughout history. 

Snapshot: A Portrait of Brighton

Brighton Photo Biennial 2010

2 October to 14 November 2010

South Balcony

Pupils from four secondary schools in Brighton and East Sussex create a series of photographs in response to a day trip to Brighton & Hove.  

Funded by Aim Higher and Widening Participation at the University of Brighton

Passing Shadows

26 October 2010 to April 2011

Prints & Drawings gallery

The transience of life and beauty is addressed through a selection of master prints from the Fine Art collection including works by Dürer, Hogarth and Piranesi.

Rob Peel: Works on Paper

9 November 2010 to 30 January 2011

Café Balcony

 A range of visually rich mixed media works that suggest connected and disconnected experiences and responses to local landscapes.  

Reviewing our Archaeology Collection

Continues to March 2011

Entrance to Brighton History Centre

Visitors are invited to comment on how they think the city’s archaeological collection should be used to raise its profile and increase its use.  
Events Brighton & Hove Museums
September-December 2010

EVENTS
To book tickets call the Events Booking line on 03000 290902 

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS*
*Thursday 9 September
The Regency Ammonite Capital walking tour
Meet at the north east corner of the Level, opposite Hanover Crescent (Lewes Road and Union Road junction)
2.30pm Free 
Discover the history of the ammonite capital – an architectural detail almost unique to Brighton & Hove – and its relationship to geologist and surgeon Gideon Mantell (1790-1852).

*Friday 10 September
Brighton’s Victorian Courthouse
The Old Courtroom
2pm & 3pm Free 
See inside Brighton’s Victorian courthouse in use from 1869 to 1967, which was restored for use as a lecture theatre in 2007.
*Saturday 11 September
Brighton Museum Past and Present
Brighton Museum 
2pm & 3pm Free 
See how Brighton Museum has changed over the years, using early photographs from the museum collections on this guided tour. 
*Saturday 11 September
Preston’s Pet Cemetery and other curiosities
Preston Manor 
11am, 12pm, 2pm & 3pm Free 
A guided tour of the walled garden via St Peter’s churchyard. House entry optional (entry fees apply).

*Saturday 11 September
Portslade’s Norman Manor House
Portslade Old Manor
Portslade Old Village, adjacent to St Nicolas Church

1.45pm, 2.45pm & 3.45pm Free 
Tour the ruins of Brighton & Hove’s oldest house with a local historian. 
*Sunday 12 September
Meet Mr Booth
Booth Museum
2.30–4.30pm Free 
Costumed character tour of Mr Booth’s Victorian natural history collection donated to Brighton in 1890.
*Sunday 12 September

Regency Breakfast 

Royal Pavilion Tearoom 
Sittings at 8.30am & 9.30am £13.50 per head includes Royal Pavilion admission, book in advance
Especially for Heritage Open Weekend, the Royal Pavilion Tearoom celebrates the Regency Breakfast in style, serving Regency classics with modern twists including spiced breads, cooked meat and fish. 
Thursday 16 September 

Pavilion Proms 

Royal Pavilion Music Room
7pm £15 (£12 Friends of the Royal Pavilion and Brighton Philharmonic), book in advance

4 girls 4 harps, members of the Brighton Philharmonic Orchestra, performs a short promenade concert in the magnificent Music Room.  

Saturday 25 September 
Indian Military Hospital 
Royal Pavilion
11.30am £5 plus admission fee, book in advance
Discover the story of the Royal Pavilion as an Indian Military Hospital during World War I on this guided tour. 
Wednesday 29 September 

A Celebration of Sussex Food and Drink 
Royal Pavilion Tearoom
1-4pm Admission fee payable plus menu charges, drop-in

Celebrate Sussex food and drink with beer and wine tastings from local suppliers and a special Sussex menu. 
Saturday 2 & Sunday 3 October

The Regency in Costume and Character
Royal Pavilion
10.30am-4pm Admission fee payable, drop-in
Costumed performers showcase scenes from the palace’s colourful past.
Saturday 16 October

Celebrate National Knitting Week

Hove Museum
1.30-4pm Free drop-in
Join a ‘Grand Knit-in’. Bring your own knitting, watch and marvel, or have a go yourself using needles and yarns provided. All levels and ages welcome.
Thursday 21 October 

An Inside View
Brighton Museum Exhibition Galleries
1-2pm Free

Celia Davies, Head of Projects, Photoworks discusses the commissioning of photographers Alec Soth and Rinko Kawauchi for the exhibition Strange and Familiar. 

Thursday 28 October 

Outside In 

Brighton Museum Exhibition Galleries 
1-2pm Free

Photographer Stephen Gill guides you through his new series of work, commissioned for the exhibition Strange and Familiar. 

Friday 29, Saturday 30 & Sunday 31 October

Halloween Ghost tour
Preston Manor 
7–8pm repeated 8.30–9.30pm & 10–11pm £12, book in advance
Tour Brighton’s most haunted house on the creepiest nights of the year. 
Saturday 30 October

White Night

The Royal Pavilion & Brighton Museum
7pm to midnight Free, drop-in 

Royal Pavilion Go beyond the glitz and glamour and experience the palace on the night it reveals the darker side of the Regency. 

Brighton Museum A showcase of live performance, film and activities by young people for young people.

Saturdays 6 November & 11 December 

Ghost Investigation 

Preston Manor
8pm–2am £50, book in advance
Spend the night investigating the active paranormal. Explore the house and discover its haunted history then take part in ghost vigils in reputedly haunted rooms led by a guest medium.

For serious enthusiasts and the curiously brave (over 18s only) 

Sunday 7 November

Picturing Stories gallery tour
Hove Museum Meet in the Entrance
2-2.45pm Free

A general introduction to the Fine Art collection focusing on the narrative paintings displayed in Picturing Stories.

Friday 12 November 

Strange and Familiar: An evening tour with Martin Parr 

Brighton Museum Exhibition Galleries 
7-8pm £10, book in advance
Martin Parr, curator of Brighton Photo Biennial 2010, gives an insight into his choice of the three photographers commissioned for the exhibition Strange and Familiar.  
Sunday 21 November 

Passing Shadows gallery tour
Brighton Museum Meet in the Entrance
2-2.45pm Free

A tour of Passing Shadows, an exhibition featuring a display of old master prints and Dutch still life paintings from the Fine Art collection. 

Friday 10 December & Saturday 11 December

Oriental Christmas Banquets
Royal Pavilion 
Doors open 6.30pm
£90 per person / £800 per table of 10

Members and Patrons of the Royal Pavilion & Museums Foundation

£85 per person / £750 per table of 10, book in advance
Treat your friends, family and colleagues to a unique evening of seasonal festivities in one of the UK’s most extraordinary buildings.
Meet the Archivist 

BRIGHTON HISTORY CENTRE

2.30pm

Brighton & Hove archivist Andrew Bennett gives six short talks on how to use resources at East Sussex Records Office to study the following topics:

16 September     
Workhouse

30 September         House History*

14 October          
Family History

28 October            
Maps
11 November    
Wills*

25 November       
Court Records

* If you would like to bring your own house deeds or wills to these sessions, Andrew will be able to advise on them. You will need to make an appointment on 01273 296971/296972 or localhistory@brighton-hove.gov.uk

VENUE INFORMATION 

Brighton Museum & Art Gallery

Free admission

Royal Pavilion Gardens, Brighton BN1 1EE Tel 03000 290900

Open Tue–Sun 10am–5pm

Closed Mon (except Bank Holidays 10am–5pm); 24 Dec (from 2.30pm), 25-27 Dec, 1Jan 
Hove Museum & Art Gallery

Free admission

19 New Church Road, Hove BN3 4AB Tel 03000 290900

Open Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri & Sat 10am–5pm, Sun 2–5pm

Closed Wed; 24-28 Dec, 1 Jan
Booth Museum of Natural History

Free admission

194 Dyke Road, Brighton BN1 5AA Tel 03000 290900

Open Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri & Sat 10am–5pm, Sun 2–5pm

Closed Thu; 24-27 Dec, 31 Dec, 1 Jan
The Royal Pavilion

Admission fee payable

Brighton BN1 1EE Tel 03000 290900

Open daily Apr–Sep 9.30am–5.45pm (last admission 5pm)

Oct–Mar 10am–5.15pm (last admission 4.30pm)

Closed 24 Dec (from 2.30pm), 25 & 26 Dec

Preston Manor

Admission fee payable

Preston Drove, Brighton BN1 6SD Tel 03000 290900

Open Apr–Sep for escorted visits

Tue–Sat - escorted visits at 15 minutes past each hour from 10.15am until 4.15pm; Sun - escorted visits at 2.15pm, 3.15pm and 4.15pm

Duration 45 minutes, no pre-booking required

Closed Mon (including Bank Holidays)

Closed Oct–Mar except for pre-booked groups, school visits and special events. 

The Old Courtroom

118 Church Street (side entrance), Brighton BN1 1UD

Open for events Tel 03000 290902

Brighton History Centre

Brighton History Centre, on the upper floor of Brighton Museum, offers a place to study local and family history and the museum collections. Enquire here about our image reproduction and research services. 

Open Tuesday-Saturday 10am-5pm (closed Sunday and Monday)

Enquiries 01273 296971/296972

localhistory@brighton-hove.gov.uk
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